ExceptionalOps
Membership Meeting Notes—2/13/07

Guest Speakers:  Ms. Marie Doyle—Fayette Senior Services: Transportation Program


        
    Ms. Linda Dukes—Exceptional Ops:  Family Supports Information 


    Ms. Marjorie Peterson—Southwest Christian Care: WeCare Respite Program



    Ms. Denise Urgent—GCSS: Richard’s Respite Center 
This panel presentation began with Ms. Urgent.  
· center is located in Carroll County

·  accepts 5 guests at a time
·  can be used for a period of up to 30 days per calendar year
·  service can be accessed with a Medicaid Waiver or with Grant and Aid funds
·  guests over 18, with Medicaid funding, pay only $10 per night
·  private pay is available on a sliding scale based upon income 
· center serves those with developmental disabilities and can service those classified as medically fragile and non-ambulatory
· staff is available to dispense medication.  
· staff-to-guest ratio is 2-to-1
· activities available include bowling, movies, Bingo, dining out, and feeding the ducks  
· meals are provided at the center unless the group dines out

· guests should bring spending money for outside activities including dining out  
· the center operates its’ own van for transporting guests
· one may tour the home, or complete an application, by calling Ms. Pam Gray at 404-634-4222
· questions can also be emailed to Ms. Urgent at denise.urgent@gacommunity.org.  
Our second panelist was Ms. Marie Doyle.
· the program is available for those aged 18 – 59 who are unable to drive through no fault of their own  

· participants must be ambulatory  

· operates on vouchers which can be purchased at a 20% cost share (i.e. $100 in vouchers costs the consumer $20)
· the vouchers come in a packet of 5, each worth $10

· no Waiver, or other qualification, is required to use the service  
·  a one-way trip, in the area, is valued at $10
· drivers will go out of the county for a higher cost   
· one can bring their own driver to the program and that driver can register to service only that client (driver must go through a screening and background check process)

·  no wheelchair accessible vans are currently available
· to access the service, call Ms. Marie Doyle at 770-461-0813.  
·  a home visit is required as part of the process and Ms. Doyle will schedule this to evaluate the client’s needs
Our third panelist was Ms. Marjorie Peterson.   
· program located at the Joseph Sams School

· currently operates on the second Saturday of each month  
· they accept 10 children (up to 21 years of age) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 10 children from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m 
· offered at no cost 
· able to serve medically fragile children

· to access service, call Lori Sumner (Fridays) or Marjorie Peterson at 770-969-8354

Due to the high demand for the service, the Hope House is currently assembling a manual in hopes of training churches which may be willing to host their own respite programs.  Hope House will train volunteers.  Heritage Christian Church and Dogwood Church have expressed an interest.  Ms. Peterson noted an upcoming 5K Walk/Run (in May) designed to benefit the efforts of the Hope House.  ExceptionalOps has applications available for this event. 
Our last presenter was Ms. Linda Dukes.    
· In-home respite care, outside respite care, in-home daily living skills training, camps, dental work are some services that can be funded with Family Support money 

· There is a difference between the short-term and long-term waiting lists   
· You are placed on the long-term list if you are under 21.  You are not assigned a support coordinator, but instead have a caseworker through the Region 3 Intake & Evaluation office.  This caseworker will contact you annually.  It is imperative that you get in touch with the Region if your contact information changes.  The regional office will contact you within 6 months of the individual’s 22nd birthday to arrange for them to be moved to the short-term list.  
· If you are on the short-term planning list, you are considered most in need and will be in line to receive any available Medicaid waivers.  You must be on the short-term list to receive a waiver.  
· The region can confirm which list you are on should you have a question about this.  If you are placed on the short-term list, you will be assigned a Support Coordinator (through Columbus Community Services in our region) who will meet with you once a month to discuss your needs.

· The Natural Support Enhancement Waiver is the only waiver available for individuals under 17, and can be used to fund things such as transportation, recreation, socialization activities, respite care, supplies & medical equipment, camps, and training in daily living skills.

· For more information about the Family Support funding contact Judy Cramer at 770-233-6163.

· For more information about Natural Support Enhancement waiver funding contact Janet Smola at 770-631-1035.

